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Experiments  on  the  perfused  psyche  in  the  somatectomized 
animal.  By  G.  L.  Brown  and  W.  D.  M.  Paton.  Departments  of 
Physiology  and  Pharmacology ,  University  College  London. 

Experiments  on  psychical  functions  are  usually  complicated  by  humoral 
influences  from  somatic  tissues.  We  have  now  developed  a  technique  free  from 
somatic  interference  which  permits  complete  follow-through  of  single  iso- 
topically  labelled  thoughts.  The  thoughts  used  were  separated  from  the  usual 
contaminants  by  running  on  paper,  excision  of  the  tarnished  portions,  and 
expurgation  with  isotonic  delusions  of  grandeur.  It  was  found  that  for  the 
perfusion  ectoplasm  had  the  correct  osmotic  pressure  but  too  high  a  viscosity 
to  give  steady  rates  of  flow  at  the  usual  pressures.  Too  slow  a  rate  of  flow  of 
perfusion  fluid  with  a  high  thought  content,  leads  (as  is  well  known)  to  occlu¬ 
sion  of  the  cannula,  through  the  formation  of  threads  and  wool-gathering. 
We  finally  overcame  the  latter  trouble  by  light  pelmanization  in  a  sintered 
glass  funnel.  Labelling  the  thoughts  proved  to  be  unexpectedly  easy,  since  the 
thought  matrix  was  found  to  have  a  strong  affinity  for  heavy  Freudium 
(606Fr). 

Adults  with  androgynic  indices  <  1  proved  most  suitable  for  the  experi¬ 
ments.  They  were  anaesthetized  by  hypnosis  and  the  seat  of  the  psyche  was 
exposed  by  means  of  a  blunt  probe.  The  psyche  was  freed  from  the  complexes 
binding  it  to  the  pineal  stalk,  the  Gordian  knot  was  severed  between  ligatures, 
and  the  retrospective  branches  of  the  Id  portal  system  were  freed.  The 
tendrils  of  Oedipose  Tissue  which  may  at  this  point  be  seen  on  reflection  were 
firmly  deduced.  The  temperament  of  the  perfusion  fluid  was  now  brought  to 
the  verge  of  frigidity  to  avoid  schizoid  spasms  and  the  perfusion  started.  The 
fate  of  the  labelled  thought  depends  upon  the  age  and  i.q.  of  the  Psyche  and 
can  be  readily  determined  with  a  Gaga  counter;  for  instance  a  through-put 
quotient  approaching  1,  indicating  an  almost  entire  lack  of  change  in  the 
injected  material,  is  to  be  expected  if  the  effluent  has  traversed  extrasensory 
shunts  with  a  subjective  permittivity  of  >2-3  milli-Nietzsches. 

Low  Gaga  counts  are  not,  however,  nonetheless,  closely  correlated  with 
youth  or  high  i.q.,  since  the  labelled  thought  may  have  been  attacked  by 
Bowdlerase.  In  our  work  we  have  eliminated  the  effects  of  this  powerful 
inactivator  by  using  Ulyssin  (Joyce,  1922)  routinely,  in  doses  of  10-20  micro- 
smuts/kilo-prude. 

A  third  cause  of  low  Gaga  counts  is  the  absorption  of  the  labelled  thought 
at  the  Ego-Superego  interface  and  the  liberation  after  a  long  latency  of  ‘slow 
reacting  substances’  (Bradyphrenin). 
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Control  experiments  after  Bowdlerase  inactivation  revealed  a  markedly 
surprising  phenomenon.  Perfusion  with  thought-free  ectoplasm  gave  us  high 
flow  rates,  but,  with  the  introduction  of  even  such  very  small  doses  as  50  micro- 
ponders  of  thought,  flow  stopped  completely,  as  a  result  of  the  onset  of 
irreversible  4  boggling  ’. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  psyche  possesses  three  defence  mechanisms 
against  the  intrusion  of  thought:  (a)  the  psycho-sensory  shunts;  ( b )  Bowd¬ 
lerase  ;  and  (c)  ‘  boggling  ’.  The  presence  in  the  psychic  pool  of  these  mechanisms 
suggests  a  new,  overall  conceptualization  of  the  thought  process  as  being 
fundamentally  injurious  to  the  psyche,  and  so,  through  the  medium  of  cerebro- 
corporeal  interplay,  to  the  soma  itself. 

Further  experiments  are  in  progress  on  the  toxicity  of  thought. 


